






T e r r a r i u m 
A platform for people who 

want thoughtful, structured 
conversation online,  

without the distorting  
and addictive qualities  

of social media. 








 

“Our world is so connected, 
but people feel lonely. But I 
also get lonely when I take 
a break from social media.  
It's hard to find a balance.” 

“I love chatting with 
people on Facebook. I 
know there's a lot of 
fake news out there, 
but I learn so much 
from other people.” 

“I keep thinking 
about leaving social 
media but then how 

would I get my 
photography out 

there to the world?”

 “I really am 
planning to quit 

Twitter. I just need 
to have the guts to 
go through with it.”

“I would quit 
Instagram 

tomorrow, but that's 
how I spread the 

word about issues I 
care about.”

“I worry about my kids 
more than myself.  

How will they make 
friends? How will we 

keep in touch after my 
son graduates next 

year?”

“I wish there were better ways 
to talk and share online.” 

Comments seen on Wordpress blogs.  
(paraphrased for anonymity)











Too much 
information

Who can 
we trust?

The internet 
feels 

poisoned.

Friends 
live far 
away 

We oversimplify 
complex issues.

Confusion

We’ve Got Problems 
It’s hard to 
understand our 
world. There’s too 
much information coming 
at us, and we don’t know 
who to trust. Confusion 
and oversimplification 
cloud our individual and 
collective understanding. 


It's hard to stay 
connected with 
family and friends even 
when they live close by, 
and hard to find new 
friendships. The internet 
can help us connect, but 
it’s poisoned by social 
media and information 
overload. 











To practice  
complex 
thinking.

Friendship 
at any 

distance.

To hear 
hard-to-
hear but 

vital voices.

Radical 
accessibility, 

reducing 
barriers. 

To help the 
internet help 

us — by using 
it wisely.

Trust in 
people we 

know.

So We Seek 
Complex understanding 
of complicated things… 
which is most things. 
Which is why, in our high-
stakes world, we need to 
practice thinking complexly. 
We tend to trust the people 
we know, those we interact 
with directly. The internet 
can help us help each other 
to sort through the thicket, 

if we use it wisely. Our 
purpose is discernment, 
contemplation, genuine 
understanding. 


Human connection 
where it doesn’t feel 
possible, true friendship 
at any distance. Often we 
can't reach each other 
because we live far apart, or 
we’re too busy. We don’t 
hear some voices due to 
disability, or because our 
biases make it hard to relate 
to people who are different. 
The internet helps minimize 
these barriers of distance, 
schedule, personality, ability. 



 

We do NOT seek… 
...to replace interacting in 
person. We cherish those 
we can be with in our daily 
lives. We humans need to 

feel another heartbeat 

in the room. 


Instead, we want to bring 
together those who can not 
otherwise reach each other, 

those who are cut off.




 
 

We believe that these two core 
problems — missed connection  

and misunderstanding —  
can be tackled at one stroke,  

when we create 
Better Conversations 

online.



 
Six-Person  

Conversation  
Groups

Slow, Timed 
Interactions

Full, Active 
Participation

Terrarium seeks better 
conversations through 

Three Core Elements 

which support…



 
TRUST

CALM

ALL  
VOICES 
HEARD

Three Core Principles. 

and when all six are 
working together…



 

This is Terrarium

Six-Person  
Conversation  

Groups

Slow, Timed 
Interactions

Full, Active 
Participation

TRUST

CALM

ALL  
VOICES 
HEARD



 

When each interaction is 
pre-scheduled and timed, 
wonderful things happen. 

Plenty of TIME to 
THINK between 

interactions.

No alerts, NO 
NOTIFICATIONS 

needed.

No interruptions 
or influence from 
people trying to 

persuade us. 



 

When everyone can bring 
their genuine social being 

to the virtual realm, 
wonderful things happen. 

Trust grows, 
among  

old friends  
and new.

Friendships  
can form 

spontaneously.

No advantage 
to charisma  
or ‘normal’ 
personality. 



 

Oh, and one  
more thing…



 

Art arises naturally from discussion, sharing, human 
connection. The life-blood of Terrarium, the tissue that 

gives meaning to the ideas and interactions, is the 
visceral beauty of artistic creation and encounter. 


Terrarium is a place where art is a gift  
from one human to each other,  

within each small group.  

The art-making here is unusual. It’s made fresh, after the 
conversation and relationships are already going. You 
don’t have to be an artist to join Terrarium. Anyone in 


a group who wants to offer a gift of art is welcome 

to. This is not about professional artists talking to 


each other, but rather a place where art as a 

gift from anyone skilled in a given art form, 


to those who are not as skilled 

in that particular art.

Art is at the  
heart of Terrarium 



 

Robinson McClellan 

is a composer, teacher, 
and strong believer that 
technology, when used 
wisely, can help us.


Erin Jeanette is a 
clinical psychologist, 
musician, and strong 
believer in nuance and 
confronting hard truths. 

Who Are We?

Want to know more?  
Please get in touch. 

robin@robinsonmcclellan.com


